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FOUR LETTERS 

TO 

HON. J. R. DOOLITTLE. 



Xo. 1. EQUAL SUFFRAGE IN WISCONSIK 



MlLWAUKKK, Oct. 10, 1865. 

HoK. J. R. Doolittlk: 

Dear Sir: — Whilo all good men rfjoice 
in the light of peace that once more breaks 
orer tho land, etillno thoughtful man can 
yet rpgard all danger bb psBt. The con- 
tsst at armB, with its battles and s1augh> 
ter, wo may well hope is over; but I do 
not need to remicd you that there are oih- 
eroontOBt>», less bloody indeed,but cot Ices 
tital to tho republic, which remain. Tho 
struggles for indcper^denca in the war of 
the American revolution, wore not moro 
essentia! to srcurlcg the freedom and hap- 
piness which we onjay, than were tho 
■peaceful labo.B of the patriots and states- 
men who framed tho Federal constitution 
—that great charter of American liberty 
—and settled tno terms and conditions of 
lasting indepcndenco and peace. Nor can 
VFe DOW tell whether we are more indebt- 
ed to the valor cf the heroes who, with 
their blood, purchased the right cf soil 
on vFbich to rear tho fabric of American 
constitutional freedom, or to the con- 
stancy, prudence ncd wisdom of those 
sagcB and statopmrn who eo deeply anl 
BO wisely laid tho-fl peaceful foundations 
and biiild^d thereon. So, at this day, 
grand and fearful a^* the triel '"y batdo 
has baen, it is not yet certain that r q-ial 
or greater ashievements do not await those 



who shall settle again tho foundations of 
peace, and restore again to the who'e 
country tho ancient conRtitutional order, 
on euoh term? as nhiill b? oonb'.ptant with 
thfl national safety. I nr-^d hardly re- 
mind you that it is caif fiy to fhoso who 
are in authority — to .vou and your associ- 
ates who have part in tho caitonal coun- 
sels — to whom we naturally turn for e;ui- 
dauoe at such a timo. The national fab- 
ric has been fearfully shaken, bat — thack 
God — not demolished, by tbo convulsions 
of the last four years. To you wo natu- 
raliy look to restore and rebuild it. At 
such a time,thereforc,tbe deepest interest 
attaches to every opinion and word o* one 
in you? cfHsial position. 

While such solicitude fills sll our mind.", 
T am pcrsu ided that you will lis'on, if 
not with interest, at least with patience, 
to the suggcstiona of tho humb!eet citi- 
zen. 

I li^itenod with intorcs^ to your address 
at tho Ao^demy of .Mu>ic in thU ci y on 
the 2 id inst., — V.u^J I omnot bring roy 
mird to agree to all your oonoUisiors. 

Firfl% y' U ineiht that it was a wise and 
eourogecuf act of duty, on tho part of tho 
lato Union State Convention, to refu-se to 
mik'^ any docHrati )n in favor of thf? pro- 
posed amondmint exteniiiig th<i right of 
BufiT.-agQ to colored ci iz3n3 of this State. 
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With frrcafc respcar, I poo nothicg eithfr 
wise or cour8p;eou9 about it. I Jo not 
qiestion tho eincerity cr patnoti?in of 
yoineclf or of any delecjsito who acted 
with you in that convention, bu*; I yv'i-h. 
t> o:>nsider, anu to a?k you rr> reconsider, 
the roa-onH cf that aotio:-. You c;ive two 
reasone. 

First, you gay it wa^ not proper to uc- 
claro anythin,';upon thin fulj:c;t, because 
the legislature has fubmitted it to tho 
people as a popular and not a political 
question. I bavo tried to corsiacr that 
rea?oa. Tho pbraso eounds very waU to 
tho ear, but I hava been unab":o to diicov- 
or ita meaniDj;— or tha' i^ a.is any mcr-vi- 
ing. It aecina to mo t o ba a soundius 
riontoncj 'ritboat amj deiinito or impir- 
iant mcaniog ia tho cannaotion in which 
jou employ it. I snppoao a question ia 
political whenever it relates to the necssti- 
ty,cxpedicD6y or wiudoia of political action. 
This matter of tho restriction or extension 
of £uffra?3 pertains closely and entirely 
to the governmental policy of tho state. 
Itisone of themcsi; estentialand funda- 
mental political qucations— whatever way 
it is vl'iwed — whioh can possibly bo r'iiis- 
ed. It is entirely political. It lies at the 
foundation of tho paliticil atuoturo of the 
stfite. At tho sama timo it is also popu 
lar, bccauso it is by law to bo decided di- 
rectly by the people— a-j many political 
questiona are in this country. Tho quca- 
tion, then. U certainly both poIitic.il and 
popular — bat no loss political because it is 
popular. What, then, bcc^imc^i cf tho 
f trce of your reason — tb'it this qacstion 
has bcoima popular aad therefore not po- 
litical 7 When should a political quea- 
tioa bo considered in a political conven- 
tion, if not when it is aboa' to bo voted 
on and dcci Jo 1 by ih.s people ? Or do you 
os'-ooin it safer or mo'^e expedient to con- 
fioo your aation to questions which are 
not about to be so directly dacidod by tho 



people ? If 80, then where is the couragt, 
of v^hich you speak, of fuch ncfcative ac- 
tion ? 

■Soriousiy, my dear sir, is it not just 
wlif'o fuch a p oiiticiil question i-s referred 
J.0 tho pe:plo and is about to bo decided 
1 y tho people directly, that it becomes 
b...h fuitablo and nccossary to mould and 
coDoontrate popular opmioDB by diecas 
tioDfj, by addresses, by resolutions and by 
app i.iTjoa.) suitable to infl ience the popu- 
lar mind ? 

Your S' C ind reason is, that there are 
pcr.-orvs in the Union party who do 
!;;>'. favor tho propofcd cxtention of Buf. 
uagc — a.jd a declaration for it by tho con- 
vention would be unjust to that minority. 
I do not so understand party necessity or 
party policy. You agree that the amend, 
ment is juf-t and wise, and ought to be 
adopted. You intend to vote for it yoor- 
self. You cipress strong hope that it 
will prevail. But how is this act of jus- 
tico likely to ever be done by a popular 
vote, when all tho leaders and platform 
makers of one of the great parties are 
open'iy ho-^tilo to it, if those of the other 
esprceg their fear to declare for it ? 

i agree with you that a great national 
party in rower, with all tho reepcnsibili. 
ties of administration upon it, at a period 
of public danger, cannot innocently bar- 
lor away eu^'^os" for tho privilege of as. 
f"^r i'lfr things v;hioh ^ro trifling or non* 
c-^-. p';'-'. r>nt, ^ir. v'u well know lh?t 
no <;reat party i.s or can bo cotnpoEed cf 
mi-^n whoso opinions, in all particulan, 
asroo. Such a national party is not prao- 
ticablo. A wise ard practical man 
gives his adhesion to that party whioli 
ho thinks, upon tho whole, most likely, in 
thi^ main, t■^ aeaomplish tho things whicb 
be deomi be^^t for the country; and, as to 
tho pointf, if any, respecting whioh he 
diffjro from tho cifjority, labora to mould 
opinion within his party to his own. 



The Union party is a great ruling par- 
ty, with tho destinioB.of the nation, for 
the time, in its hands. It ooneists main- 
ly of true and earnest men who seek the 
eamo great ecds — a permanent peace, a 
united naii on t and a free people under a 
free 'constitution — though they have often 
differed and constantly differ in some re- 
gpeots, as independent, thinking men must 
and will. It wcula have been b folly and 
crime unspeakable, for them to havo di- 
vided and thrown away their power to 
carry the nation through tho late great 
strugE^b, because they did not all agrco 
at all times as to the wisdom of President 
Linccln's policy in some respects. It wo'd, 
in my opinion, be cq- ally a folly and a 
crime now to break away, destroy the 
power of the paity, and loavo the coantry 
in the hands of those who havo sympa- 
thizod with its enemies throughout its 
mighty struggle for life, because tho dele- 
gates in o3nveution did not declare for 
the amendment, as I thought they should. 
I presume none will so break away. Nor, 
on the other hand, do I enppoeo that you, 
or any other honest Union man, or cer- 
tainly no cDnsidcrabie number of Fuch 
men, who would otherwise voto the Union 
tickot this fall, wculd have eo broken 
away and refuf3cd to vote that ticket, and 
80 placed tho power of tho country in tho 
hands of its enemies, if tho convention 
had dccUrcd for impartial Eiuffrago in 
this State. If so, then ycur Fccocd 
reason fails, and tho refusal to declare 
the ecntiraonts of tho majority on so vital 
a q icstion, was a grave error. 

Again, you speak of ehooting deserters. 
Sir, if party digcipi"ne forbids a free and 
bo'd discuiFion.then that shooting might 
a3 well begin. I have no fear of danger to 
out party from free and candid diRCusi^ion 
of practical questions. It is only thuj 
that tho best ooroluBiooa aro reached. 
Nor am I of those who seem featful lest 



we should fall behind the false demccra- 
oy of tho day, in the strife or game of 
praising the President. I have no fear 
of President Johnson baing Tylerized. I 
rsmember too well bow he stood at the 
outbreak and all through the great strug- 
gle; how he stood in bis own state almost 
alone — stiff and sturdy, faithful amcng 
tho faithless — with treason and traitors 
all around him. I have no fear that his 
is the material of which traitors or Tylers 
aro made. These democrats have had 
their time of praising other good men, but 
it was short. In 1862 they were praising 
Mr. Lincoln and declaring that he was a 
good conservative whig; that they were 
better friends to him than those mad rad* 
icals who elected him; that if be was to 
be elected again they would havo to do it; 
and they, that year, in this district, elect- 
ed a member of their own to Congress on 
tho assertion that be would give better 
support to Mr. Lincoln to bis radical op- 
opponent. The same nation can never, in 
the same generation, or within tho memo 
ry or men, produce twosuchfools as John 
Tyler was. Mr. Licciln never fell into 
the snare of these men — and Mr. John- 
eon never will. But I cannot euppoEO 
you d .ffer from me in this. I cannot 
doubt you deem it, as I do, the highest 
privilege and tho highest duty of freemen 
in a republic, as well as the most friendly 
duty of freemen to their rulers, at all 
times to publicly, candidly and fully in- 
vestigate and diECUBs, and to form and 
concentrate opinion upon the living ques- 
tions of present practical consequence 
relating to the common wealth or to the 
common safety. I repeat — I deem this 
especially the duty of those who are the 
sincere friends of the party in pcwer, and 
who '. ruld add strocgth ar.d wisdom to 
the adaiinistration. "Eternal vigilance 
is the price of liberty," now as always. 

It is only thus — by free and eftmcBk die 
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caB8ioD--thafc that publio opinion ib form- 
cd.matured and directed, which constitutes 
tho chief power and safety of a republic 
— that aincere and earnest publio opinion 
which 80 stiffened, strenjithened and aid- 
ed tho puro mini cf tho martyr President 
in his day, and aided, as bj a Divine pow- 
er, that visor and enlightmcnt to his ad- 
ministration, which boro it up and on- 



ward, iu tho darkest hour, against all 
difficulties, over all otstaolep, amidat all 
cmbarrasmcnte, to ultimate and complete 
victory. 

I will say Bomothing of equal Euffrage 
at tho South in my next letter. 

Yours very truly, 

0. II. Waldo. 



No. 2 CONDITIONS OF 

AND, HEREIN, OF EQUAL 

Milwaukee, Oct. 10, 1865. 

Hon. J. R. Doolittle: 

Dear Sir:—- R^spoot for your 
opinions mi^ht woU causo mo to hoaitate 
m the cxprapsion cf my own; but I can- 
not yot bring myself to agree to what 
Boema to ma to bi tho uaseomly haste 
which yoQ manifest to bring; back rebel 
states to participate in tho national covia- 
oils and to sherJ in tho national authori- 
ty; nor can I agrco to your views upon 
equal euffraKO at tho South. Do notmis- 
uodersttind mo. I know th^ evils of cod. 
tinuad military ruia. I know the danjs'r 
that the aeaso of obligition of tha onnsti- 
tutioD and the laws will become weakened 
bydisu30. I am not only wil!iT£;bat de^i- 
rou-t to treat ihosT crrirg peoplo who return 
to right paths wi'h j ntice, with & g:iic;r- 
ous and hearty hberulity. I am not only 
ready but desirom to see oaeh and all tho 
states lately in rebellion restored to all 
their jjBt and ancient privilpges under th« 
csnstitution, a- ppe^dilyas it oan ba done 
oooaistent'y with tho national saf ty — 
Bat I oannot forget that wo have tut just 
DOW e oiped f.-om an imminent and (earful 
peril; that we have the men and tho com* 



S^ATIONAL KECONSTRUCTION, 
SUFFRAGE AT THE SOUTH. 

munities which deliberatoly brouxht this 
peril upon us, before us, conquered, dis- 
armed and in our power, and while I 
would be magnanimous in tho hour cf vic- 
tory, yet I oannot forget that thtisc men 
and oommunitif^^ havo forfeited their flu- 
cicnt rrivileg>s by their nrimes; that they 
oanr.ot rosutn') thoso privileg'^-^ withoui 
tl',9 uaiioii's oonwoat nor otherwine than 
upon eueli oondiuins p.s tUo national gov- 
ernment thail fix. And in view of tba 
fearful costoi thif^trugglo for tho nation's 
life, of the preoeilcnti c f history, and of 
ail tho con^.idoratious that pertain to the 
mernory of tho br,.vc! men %h )h*vo fouE;bt 
and fiillen, iind r ) llio h ouriiy of !he coun- 
try wiiioh i apviiy su-.iv. I .!a?o not 
omit to i'<si-'t UiU'u o ja:'i:iiiri3 and 

H'.f 'guard-i whi'iii oiii u'd i.o prj'sorve tli9 
fruits oi th's vi.i o-y I'jroVt.T. 

That !.!io F.dir<il g ivernmont has a 
r'gSt to impo-? iu)h conijiti )n3 i? niw 
virtu'illy C)DOi:>dfi by all. I will no5 
wa tc timo in an i Jl<i di-cu-sion as to 
whether tho statos Ia*ely in oponrtb Uion 
are cut of or in t';^ U..i )r>; ih lu^h I have 
ro5 th3 emil eut ioub: tha*< tho govern- 
mou' ha^ a p Ti -ot righr, in ail ca«^e< 
whore it has an interest to do eo, to treat 



them a? out of the Union. In other 
wordci, while they certainly had no 
rijrht to go cut, atd ihey cannot bo 
be now heard to assert that they ara or 
have been ont of the Union, ptill that 
affjrda no reason why tha government 
njfly not insist that they have, hy treason 
aid open war against it, forfeited their 
priviieges in the Uoion. Compare ^teat 
thicRi to Fma"! No losseo or tenant can, 
by violating his l3a«e, by commitMng 
waste, or comniittir^ any act of forfeit- 
ure, gain a right, on his part, to djclaro 
the loaso void, or the relatio » of landlord 
and tenant dissolved. Bat that effjrds 
norcapon why the landlord m^j mt ao- 
serttho forfeiture against the forfeiLirg 
tenant. Ni) individaii cvi diclaro him- 
eelf ou;3ido tii9 v^onstituiioti ard laicn, 
and free from their for^L^, bat ho may vary 
easily commie a crimo by whit^h ho will 
forfeit and lose all protection of the CDn- 
Btitutioa or laws to his property, hislibcr' 
ty, or oven to his life, except bo far as the 
olemoncy of the sovereign may preserve 
them to him- So thcee rebel oommunl- 
tiesi which have broken all their constitu- 
tional obii.<];ationB, and made war on the 
government, hud no ccnstitutional right 
or power to commit those crimss involved 
inseoCBfiioD; yet, in the natura of th|^£itfe, 
thoy must be hold to have lost the right 
to the enjoyment of ar.y constitutional 
privilcg?8y cxoept on eooh terms and ooa- 
ditions as tho governm-.^t ohfill fix. The 
govemmont oonstftnt'j', ar.d of nec^Hsity, 
ftotB upon this theory — that is to say, it 
•beolately requires and inpists upon cer* 
tain oonditions prcosdenl io tho resump- 
tion, by oommunitiea 3p.cij in rebellion, 
of all their ancient power^ and privilrgce 
88 states. Ard ^no manifest necessity of 
this coarse com iclr< parties to approve 
the aetion o>- tne President so far. Tho 
great princi-le in, thcPr cnt'roly settled 
•ndvirtuall; .j^oed uf n by ail, that 



theoe communities have, by treason, re- 
billion, and open war upon the govern, 
ment, forfeited their right to do, as elate?, 
a'l that thoy would otherwise have an un- 
onditional right to do— forfeited, indeed, 
their right to do anything, es statcp, ex- 
cept upon some oonditions or other. Io is 
manifest therefore, thut if those communi 
ties are not in every sense out of the 
Union, thoy are certainly out of the inde- 
pendent position io the Union which they 
before eo^upied — since they cannot now 
do the thiogs th?y could befcre do with- 
out Ojnditions and oonsont. All that re 
mains, therefore, is to isqairo what these 
conditions should be. 

These people have jus; been in open 
war against the Government. They have 
made a gigantic and doHperato 6troge;lc to 
break up the govornmoLt &ad to dcsti-oy 
the constitution which was their shield. 
They have ceased from fighting, not be- 
cause of any chacgo of temper but from 
a sheer lack of strength to keep up the 
contest. We cannot forgst that that cou- 
t03t has CGRt us thousands of millions of 
treasure and an itfioito sacrifice of blood 
and precious life — as pre cloue blood and 
life as were over poured cut on the altar 
of freedom ia any couatry. S irJjy tho 
conditions upon which these men ehould 
bo permitted toroturn,auu to resume their 
former share in the control of tho coun- 
try, should be Buch as shall afford ths 
best prastioablo guarantee that this eacri- 
fioo shall not have bc^o in vain. 

I do not hesitate to say that I would 
never oonsent to their return to full po- 
litical power as states in the Union until 
I was satibficd by some procf— I do not 
now say, ncr can I say what all the proofs 
might be— bui ther*^ should be proof 
ofBvtmo kind that convinced my under- 
fitanJing, that a substantial ruling msjor- 
ity of the people who are to exercise po- 
litical authority there, wore ready and 
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determiood to enpport and maintain the 
Federal Union and Constitutioa in g')od 
faith. I would not organize i oivll etatd 
governmant and restore full civil power 
beoaoso there were fivo loyal men there 
who deserye the protection of the oonsti- 
tation. FtTo men do not make a state. 
Fire men cannot rulo and maintain a 
state; and to go through the form of or- 
ganizing a state to indulge a theory that 
even five faithful men deserve all the 
rights of citizana of a state with a repub- 
lioan form, when you will have to hold it 
up and govern it after all by military 
power, is a me<'e farce and worse th:^n a 
faroa. I would be glad to see a speedy 
reoonstruotioo, but I would wait one year, 
or five years, or fifty yoara, before I would 
lestoro to poUtioal power the enemies of 
the country, Just now at open war against 
the oountry,and who,I boIiovcd,had ceased 
fighting only from exhaustion^ and were 
seeking re -admission to the national coun- 
cils sir-nly from a hope of reaching, 
through fraud and crime, what they had 
been unable to accomplish by fores. I do 
not allege that all the Southern people 
cherish that temper. I do noli think they 
do. I hope a clear majority do not. Bat 
joa cannot tell in a day what the real 
prevailing disposition is. Wo must wait 
ft little. Theso returning rebels can well 
afford to wait a little, however good their 
intentiona may bo. It is of mere olemon- 
oy that they are allowed to live and erjay 
any rights. I repeat, we must wait a lit- 
tle. Time is a great healer. Time is a 
great restorer. Tims is a great enlight- 
ener. Time is needed to permit the 
oload) and da^t to blow away from the 
bloody fidid, and to enable as to see what 
dispositions prevail. It i^ imposs^blo to 
foresee vjwoiaely what proofs of good 
faith will appear after a lictle while, and 
therefore we cannot foretell precisely what 
we will reqaire. But in every event I 



would take time till I had eome satis- 
factory proof that tho?o states would In 
gwd faith sustain the govornment, before 
I restored them fco political power in the 
government. 

Moreover, for the present I can see 
no proof of good faith in acocptirg the 
eituation and fupporting our Union, so 
good as would bo tffjrdsdbya cbcorful 
yielding of equal civil and poll ioal righta 
to all true Uc ion men, without regard to 
birth place or color. If I could not find 
other buffiiient evidence of good faith, 
(and I do not yet see any other) I would oer- 
tainly require that. It is already rt quired, 
that they acquiesce in the abolitica 
of slavery. What could poseibly 
afford such confiionoe in their eincer- 
ity in yielding freedom to tho black?, as 
the conferring upon them of all th:so civ- 
il and political powers and rights which 
belong to freemen — including the tight to 
protoot thomsolves on the witness stand 
and at tho polls ? 

Beside there aro other iafinitely 
weighty reasons why this diatinction in 
civil and political rights, fcuodcd on mcro 
oolorjshouli be aboiishoi, 

Ist. It is right that it should be abol- 
ished. If anything is oardinal in political 
doctrine in this country, it is certaioly 
tbi9--that govommcnts derive all their 
just powers from the governed. We re- 
pudiate, as our fathers did, tho assump- 
tion of any one privileged class in a coan* 
try, to make a government and laws for 
the others. Wo have loarned from child, 
hood, that all those who aid, by payment 
of taxes in tho support, and by bearing 
arms in the defence of tho goveroment, 
should bo represented in tho control of 
that government. Wo must not lightly 
ignore those fundamental principles. 

21. It is due to the colored man who 
has been, without exoeption, so ncbly, so 
constantly true to our country's cause— 



who came to our aid at tho hour of our 
cxtremoet need, and by iiia valor and 
faithfulness turned apparent defeat into 
victory; who, having, to human sight, 
Bufficient weight to turn the 6cale, did at 
the critical moment turn it in our favor — 
that ho shall bo permitted, in a country 
thus saved by him, and boasting of equal 
laws, to peacefully assert his civil and po- 
litical rights, in the courts and elections 
of that oountry, even in the presence of 
bis enemy and oppressor. 



3i. It would be palpably unjust for a 
government just saved from destruction 
at the hands of traitors, to voluntarily put 
its eaviouro and defenders, against their 
will,in tho power of its enemies and their 
enemies, I will answer your objections 
to equal suffrage in my next. 

Yours truly, 

0, H. Waldo 



No. 3. ANSWER TO SENATO 

TO EQUAL 

Miuv AUKEB, Oct. 10th, 'G5. 
IIoN. J. R. Doolitxi-e: 

Dear Sir: — But, what are your objec- 
tions to giving thia right to the colored 
man ? You say tho whites in those stateo 
—the lato masters, — "will not tolerate this 
measure" — that they will make open war 
upon the blacks, a "War of exterminam 
Hon." Not tolerate ! Will make war ! 
I had thought wo were done with that 
sort of language. Who are these men 
who will not tolerate ? I thought they 
had tried making war — and were conquer- 
ed, disarmed and in the power , of the 
government. I thought they wore in a 
position to crave pardon and mercy and 
not dictate conditions. My dear sir,the6e 
men are conquered traitors andrcbel8,and 
must submit to such terms as shall be 
proposed. If this requirement is not just 
and necessary, that is another thing. — 
It is never wise to require what is not 
just and right. But, permit me to remind 
you again that sheen men are conquered 
and must submit to whatever is just and 



R DOOLITTLE'S OBJECTIONS 
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right and necessary, and the government 
is the sole judge ^fwhat is so. 

Moreover, I have not the least fear that 
they will not submit readily and peaceful- 
ly to whatever wo distinctly and firmly 
require. It will not change my opinion 
to remind me that the prejudices of those 
high-spirited pe ;ple are strong. I repeat 
again,they are conquered and must and will 
submit to whatever we require as neoee- 
sary. What act or thing do you suppose 
they were or could be more averse to,than 
to giving up four million slaves — and giv- 
ing them up,too,undor the humiliation of 
compulsion ? And yet they submit to 
this with alacrity, as a condition of peace 
and restoration. Why? Why because 
it is unequivocally insisted on as an indis. 
poneablo condition. And thoy will in 
like manner submit to any other thing 
which we in tho same way iaF'ist on as 
neoossar? to our safety or our honor. If 
the condition is not right or nooeseary, 
then it ought not to bo required. But if 
we do require it as right and necessary, 



I wish to impress upon you that thoy aro 
not in a position to talk, as of old, of 
what ihef/ will tolerate. 

Again, you say the f'olirod mon ara not 
intpUigoDt enough *,o vot;;. I reply: 

Ist. Thon make some deeireo of intelli- 
gence the sola oondition. If you do eo, 
and say thai a man ought t^> p !H?3tS9 that 
degree, I may not differ with you. At all 
events, the question ti on will be different 
from the present. Wo are now inquiring 
whether a man shall bo excluded eiruply 
because of his color. Whcu the intclii ■ 
genco test oomcs up we will consider that. 

2d. Intelligonoe is not the only qualifi- 
cation ot a gocd voter. It is no more es 
sontidl that a man should bo intelligent 
enough to be able to vote wisely, than that 
ho ba honest and sinoere enough to desire 
to vote rightly. Intoliigenoo and patriot- 
ism are both very necc3sar7, and of the 
two the latter is more indispensable than 
the former; sioca an ignorant man who 
trios to go righ t will frequently euoceed 
in thai; — while an intelligent man who 
trios to go wrong will nearly always si^c- 
ceud in that. Ycu are also aware that 
great numbers of those traitorous white 
men whom you are in a hurry to have 
vote are very ignorant; and I would like 
to know whether it is your deliberate 
opinion that the whole body of pouthern 
white men, including the stupid piney- 
woods men, tho poor white trash, tho 
great majority filled with bitterness to- 
wards the government and the Union, will 
constitute (if you consider both qualifica- 
tions, intoUigenoo and patriotism,) a safer 
body of voters for the country, than the 
sincere, earnest, loyal blaoks— though 
they may be unlearned? Which class do you 
really belicvo will most oft:n vote for rep- 
resentatives in Gongreea who will labor 
sincerely r.nd earnestly to render tho gov- 
ernment r.nd tho Union perpetual ? 
•jd. In insisting so maoh upon a high 



degree of intelligouoo as a condition of 
voting, have you not ovsriookcd some con- 
elusions which you have heretofore roach- 
ed on tho subject of popular suffrage ?-- 
You and I both hold the true democratic 
theory about that. Ignorance among men 
is tho source of infinite diffioulties under 
all governments; but wc repudiate tho old 
assuraptiun of the higher or educated olas- 
609, on that aceouat, to form governments 
and laws for tho loiver and uneducated, 
without their consent It is my opinion 
and I proeurae it is yoara, that, upon the 
whole, ic ij t'ao wisest and safest plan to 
permit all men of ordinary intelligence 
who arc not criminalu, who become per- 
manent roeidents ia the country and elect 
to bococie citizens, to have a voice in the 
choice of its rulers. Ignorant men form 
a dangsroug element always and every- 
where; but we believe they are lees dan- 
gor^m when allowed that voice,than when 
deprived of their natural right. Besides, 
tho great object of government is the 
good of tho governed — not of the govern- 
ing class, but of the whole body of the 
governed. These colored men a?o to be 
free That decree has gone out. How 
shall they ho best fitted for tho enjoyment 
of all tho rights of freemen ? Tho wisdom 
of that careful lady who declared that her 
boy should Hot go into the water till he 
should have learned to Bwim,ha8 n t been 
generally approved. And yet it seems to 
mo not unlike your rule that these men 
hall never vote till they shall be familiar 
with the duties of voters. Tho reason 
why tho Americans, as a body, aro better 
able to exercise tho franchise wisely than 
others, is not altogether booaaso they arc 
hotter instructed in schools, for there are 
fieycral other nations which excel ours in 
that respect; but it io,manifeBtly,beoau8e 
not all of education comes of sohools or of 
books — because, while not very learned 
in a technical Bon8e,they have gained that 



education, that discipline, that self re- 
spect, self possGEsion, eelf control and 
that practical insi^hfi and knowlodgo of 
affairs which so dietinj^uish them, by 
ooDBtant practice and assumption of ree- 
poDsibility from childhood, bj oonetant 
participation in all the dutiea cf 
of freemen in town meeticfTs, in echool 
meotinga, in church meetinffs, in raaes 
meetings, in caucusos, on juries, at elec- 
tiocB, in councils, as supervisors, as select 
men, as legislators — in every place and in 
every capaoity, where freemen use their 
discretion and exercise thei" power.— 
This is the great republican idea. This 
is the great source of our superiority, 
the groat cause of our growth. 

Hero are four millions of nswly made 
freemen. There muat and will be some 
inconveniences attending this groat 
obaoge. But I urge upon you that this 
(treat multitude will bo mre to bo more 
oontent, more peaceful and more useful if 
they are allowed the exorcise of r>U the 
ri^hte of freemen — and so, are made more 
ambitious and more cheerful in the Eup- 
port of tho government, because they have 
asbara in it and are hopeful of exercising 
an influence to remove the evils they ex- 
perionoe. I pray you, sir, to consider 
whether there is not a fallacy in thi;^ 
threatening pretext that tho black men 
will be in greater danger of oppression, 
and even of extermination, ;f they are ad- 
mitted to full civil and political rights- 
Will not the black man have greater in- 
centive to bide hia time wisely, and to rise 
by merit — and will not tho v?hito man 
have greater incentive to treat him kindly 
and permit him to rise, if be (the black 
man) has a voice and a power in the con- 
daot cf affairs, than if ho have none ? 

I do not boliovo at all in the idea, 
which eeema to haunt and oppress you, 
that tho blacks will bo in greater danger 
of oppresssion, abuse, and a war of ester- 
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mination, with the right of euffrago than 
without it. They must, in any event, be 
surrounded, more or less, by perils and 
difficulties from the selfishness and low 
passions of men around them. But if the 
governmont is able to protect thera in free- 
dom without the ballot,either by military 
power or by laws enacted by Congress un- 
der the amendment to the constitution 
administered by the Federal courts, why 
can it not as well protect them in the 
same way with tho ballot ? Why will the 
labor of the government in giving proteC' 
tion be greater, because the colored men are 
allowed to do what they can to protect 
themselves ? All this talk about the dan- 
ger of exasperation on the part of the late 
mastere, if the ballot is given to all free- 
men alike, is, in my opinion, idle asd un- 
worthy a moment's attention. It \n but 
a repetition of the same threats that were 
made, first to prevent emancipation and 
then to prevent arming the colored men. 
A firm hand prevented the execution of 
those threats before, and will do so now. 
Moreover, there is a mighty though a 
silent power in this right to an equal 
voice in the choice of rulers. I tell you, 
one million men possessing that right, 
will hold such a balance of power in those 
states that; although they be unlearned, 
they will make themselves beard and more 
or lcs3 regarded by ambitious men, who 
need and will seek their support. 

Fourth. Once more, is it not possible 
in cur vanity of race, wo are liable to un- 
derestimate the practical intelligence and 
discipline of the colored people '! True, 
thoy have been enslaved for generations 
and kept in ignorance of books and schools, 
but, I repeat, not all of education comes 
of books and schools. The great end of 
education is discipline and strength. — 
Two years ago it was as confidently 
'.wsortod that they were cowards and.pol- 
troons, as it is now that they are dolts 
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and fools; and jot with what alacrity d;d longed and received from all tho world 
they take up arms in our oause, when, to aoknowedq;mont of their equal bravery 
human sight, it was almost waning, and in battle with their oppressors. But when 
with what heroism did they pour out their wo oonsidor their oppression and de^rada- 
blood in that cause at Milliken's Bend, tion for two hundred years; their stripes) 
Fort Wagner, and on whatever other field their indignities,their acoumulated humili- 
they were brought under arms face to ations and wrongs, their treasured oausos for 
faoa with their iordly oppressors. Their revonge for generation upon Kaneration, 
character for manly courage now stands and then observa with what meek, 
vindicated before tho world. ness and se.f control they accept their sud- 

They may not understand tho intrica- den deliverance, and when, among all 
cies of the argument upon the tariff sys- these millions, who are said to be sava- 
tem, or the ourrenoy,or the finances, — and ges, now suddnnly set free at a period of 
what proportion of the whole number of the greatest general disorder, not one sin. 
whito voters in any state do so? But, glo aot of violence, of outrage, or of ven- 
however unlearned they may be in the re- gounoe is recorded against them, are W9 
finements of legislation, finance and di- not forced to review our conclusion as to 
plomacy, experience has shown that the their true character and claims ? Is it 
common people, where they have the not possible, after all, that they have an 
right and the responsibility of voting, get education that wo have not fully under- 
a very clear understanding of the general etood, a discipline of labor, and sorrow- 
drift of parties and of party polioioe, and instructed also of a rude but tender re- 
of the oharaoter of public men. They ligious sentiment, which has borne these 
very generally learn who are their friends fraits of meekness, humility andjself-con- 
and their country's friends— their ene- tpol ? What people before, after genera- 
mies and their country's enemies; and I tiouB of humiliation, have emerged from 
sabmit to you that the colored men of the slavery to freedom with so fair a record? 
South have, un-'er the oiroumstanoes, Again,you speak earnestly of the power 
shown a remarkable clearness of insight of prejudice, and urge us to beware how 
upon the same subjects. wo encounter that power as it is arrajed 

And when we remember with against the colored man. It is indeed a 
what discrimination and intelligence great power— the great power which al- 
they have understood their true ways stands in tho way of all genuine 
position and interest in the progress. It is tho principal element of 
great conflict, notwithstanding tho arts danger in tho power of caste, of privilege, 
and influence of their masters; with what of aristocracy all over tho world. That 
absolute unanimity and constancy they power of prejudice ia tho great obstacle 
have acted upon their convictions every- to tho people's oause and of true republi- 
where, in publio or in private, in the oanism always. And it is not a sham or 
struggle of battle, or in ministering to a pretense, but is founded in actual, sin. 
our wandering captives; an3,morethan all, cere, though mistaken opinions. The ar- 
when wo consider the extraordinary mod- iatocracica of Europe wore juet as sincere 
cration they have displayed in tho hour in their opinion that tho common people 
of victory and of deliverance, have we of this country could not build up and 
not reason to hesitate in our contemptuous maintain a firm and lasting government 
judgments of them as a raee ? It was a here, as these Southern masters are that 
grand triumph when tbey rose and oha ,ikhe colored race is incompetent to act for 
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thfimsolvoB without guardians Why, eir, 
the real heartfelt contempt of the so mas- 
ters for the ue^rocB, is hardly {greater than 
it was for President Lincoln when he 
went to Washington in 1861. Ho was, 
in thoir view, a mere laborer — a mere 
boor — with no goed blood in his veins. 
My dear eir, no reasoning will do away 
this cruel and blind prejudice — nothing 
will do it away but experience. The only 
possible way to overcome it is to give the 
people a chance — give them all an equal 
start — and let thorn show how far they 
oan rise upon merit. 

Of course, I do not need to assure you 
that I am as anzious to see the amend- 
ment abolishing slavery tbroagbout the 
land adopted by all the states, as you are ; 
but how that measure is any mora likely 
to prevail by excluding the votes of tho 
oolored men who are all in favor of it, 
than bj admitting them, I am not able to 



understand. Bear in mind that the Con- 
gress or tho government is tho solo judge 
of the conditions and terms upon which 
those rebellious states oan reeume their 
privileges as states, and therefore that it is 
certainly in tho disorolion of Congress to 
say who shall vote upon this and kindred 
questions. Will they say that all tho onc- 
micB of the government and the Union 
shall vote and dccido these vital matters, 
and that this immense class of pincoro 
and earnest friends of both shall have no 
voice ? 

My dear sir, I address you as a chriBtian 
philosopher and statesman — it were idle 
to address you in behalf of these poor 
and lowly if you were not such — and I 
call upon you to review your position and 
to consider these things — consider, above 
all, how wise it always is to be just. 

Yours very truly, 
0. H. Waldo. 



No. 4. THE ASSUMPTION OF THE REBEL DEBT, OR OF 
THE LOSSES OF REBELS BY THE AVAR, SHOULD 
BE GUARDED AGAINST BY CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROVISION. 



Milwaukee, Oct. 10, 1865. 
Hon. J, li. Doolittle: 

DiAR Sir: — The final and complete 
overthrow of the great rebellion, attended 
by the destruction of slavery, mast stand 
as a most important era in the history of 
this country. We now step upon the 
threshhold of a new period; and whether 
that period is to witness here a growth in 
greatness and power hitherto unexampledj 
or the boginning of the doclino of the 



Ecpablio, may depend more than any 
man can now foretell, upon the action of 
men in power at this critical juncture, in 
guarding against dangers already oleatly 
visible. Of course, in tha limits of a let- 
ter, I oan only glaLce at the topics which 
are treated. There is one other subject to 
which I desire to call your attention. It 
may bo that it aesumos too much impor- 
tance in my mind, but it eeems to me that 
it is of the atmost oonseqaenoejthat every 
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pOBBible safeguard ehould bo adopted to 
preserve the sanctity cf the National 
debt and of the National credit; and, to 
that end, to prevent the aseansption in any 
form or upon any pretext, either by the 
United States or by any state or states, 
of the rebel debt or of the losses of rebels 
by reason of the war. Bight at this poini 
I think I see one of the greatest dangers 
which attend our present position. If the 
states lately in rebellion are at once ad- 
mitted to a full share in the National gov 
crnment,and consequently to a full repre- 
sentation in both houses of Congress, I 
think I foresee the most astouoding scenes 
and schemes of fraud — a gigantic and 
fearful struggle with corruption — a strug- 
gle which shall as far csooed all others of 
a similar kind, which wa have seen, as 
the great war wo have just witnessed ex- 
ceeds the whiskey rebellion. 

The amount of our national d«bt may 
bo from three to four thousand millions 
dollars— say $4,000,000,000— when all is 
footed up— an immense debt, but a debt 
that we can pay, and which we will cheer- 
fully pay, when, we remember the price- 
less benetits for the purchase of which 
that debt was incurred. The true amount 
of the rebel debt we do not know; but 
when wo remember that borrowing was 
literally their only resource, confede- 
rate notes thoir only currency, and that 
that currency was depreciated almost to 
a nominal value, wo may easily believe 
that the amount of that debt is oven vast- 
ly greater than that of our own. And 
if wo add to that, the loss of all kinds by 
rebels in the war — including the loss of 
pr9perty in slaves, which was, at least, 
two thousand millions of dollars — we 
must certainly reach a sum double the 
amount of oar debt as stated above — for 
all accounts agree that the desolation is 
universal all over that country. If only 
half those debts and losses were assamed, 



it would double our national debf, which 
is already so fearfully large. The great 
bulk of that debt is held by the white 
men of the Southern States-only a drop 
in rhe bucket — say fifteen millions— being 
hf.ld by their English friends. Those en- 
tire States were, for four years, tasked to 
supply the wants of the rebel government 
and army, and the products of three jfears, 
in fact a great part of the wealth of that 
country is represented in confederate pa. 
per to the amount of these thousands of 
millions. The whole people are the hold- 
ers of this paper — the fruit of crime— 
and th() eujOTerors by the losses of the war; 
for the whole land is bare, and the whole 
people impoverished. 

Now sir, if the white men of those 
states are permitted to send full delega- 
tions to Congress, wiCh no oanditions ex- 
cept those thasfar insisted on, do yoa be- 
lieve there is a doubt that those delega- 
tions will stand as a unit in Congress, ia 
favor of granting relief to their oonstita- 
ents from these great burdens. Yoa cer- 
tainly cannot have such a doubt. They 
evidently expect or hope for such relief.— 
The very form of iheir action in conven- 
tions implies such hope and gives us warn- 
ing. A voice from over the sea — a voice 
of the mourners ofer the sea — is alread; 
heard, and will be heard in more impor- 
tunate tones, urging this measure of re- 
lief,and insisting in the most strenuoas 
terms that states never die — that forme 
cf government may change — that dynae- 
ties may pass away and new ones appear 
— but that the states remain inmiortal 
and indestructible; that, whatever thoir 
changing forms of government may be, 
their obligations and engagements remain; 
that the rebel organization was the real 
and the only government de facto in 
those Southern States at tho time when 
these debts were contracted; that, upon 
tho breaking ap the rebel organizationi 
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or government de facto, the federal govem- 
ment is i^he Bucoessor to that so broken 
ap: and bo that those debts ought no 
more to be repudiated by the true or re- 
itored governmentfthan the debt of Franee> 
oontraoted under Louis Phillipo; should 
bo repudiated by Napoleon III. And 
when that day shall come, when thosn re- 
presentatives stand together demanding 
Ihia measure of relief in Congress — al* 
though they may not, within themselveSf 
possess a majority, — what difficulty, think 
;oa»they would have in getting allies 
iDOogh from a oiass ot men who have all 
along denounced tho war as a crime against 
(heSoath, and sought to depreciate the 
National credit in order to render the suo' 
oessfol prosecution of that war impossible, 
in ODpideration of political aid, to enable 
them to carry their point. Consider the 
inunense treasure that will be at stake 
ffhen tho question is upon the issue of 
three, four or five thousand millions of 
dollars of United States securities, and, if 
there should be a lack of one vote or 
twe-oty votes, consider what per oentage 
cf the immense sum involved, would be 
required to oonciliato a further number of 
men of the kind which refttsed at the out- 
break of the rebellion to vote a dollar or 
a man in support of the war. I certainly 
do not doubt that a very earnest and very 
dangerous attempt will be made to carry 
inch a scheme of dividing and distributing 
the burden of their lot>ses, or — failing in 
ibt— to repudiate tho National debt.— 
lour position and ability render your 
opinions very important: and in view of 
the danger in this direction, which I be- 
lioTo to be great, I am anxious to urge 
ipon jour attention tho question whether 
^e have seooricy enough against this dan> 
iitrin a mere resolution of Congress dor- 
H the war, with only Northern men 
present — which, of course, is a mere for- 
n&l expression of opinion of those 



then there. The financial rescurcea of a 
nation are its sinews of war. The Na- 
tional credit is tho very eource and epring 
of those indispensable reeouroes. Corrupt 
or dry up that fountain, and you desiroy 
the vigor and ability of a people to go 
through any great trial. Let it cnco bo 
seen that wo havo not steadfastness and 
integrity to meet our obligations fairly 
oontraoted — or that our government is so 
constituted that fraud and corruption can 
prevail to add to and swell the amount of 
the National burdens without limit,by as- 
suming the debts incurred by traitors and 
rebels in attempts to break down tho Na- 
tion itself, and all confidence in the sta- 
bility or solvency of tho Government must 
oease among men: and, when that coapos, 
the power of tho giant is gone, and this 
peoplo can never again perform tho labors 
of the last four years. 

What, then, is our remedy ? "Would it 
not be a safeguard entirely within our 
reach and most reasonablo under the oir* 
cumstancee, to require, as a condition to 
the return of representativoG from commu- 
nities lately in rebellion to Congress, an 
amendment to the Federal constitution, 
prohibiting forever the aesamption in any 
form, by the Federal government or by 
any state government, of the rebel debt or 
of the lossoe sustained by rebels by reason 
of the war? Certainly no argument 
or appeal can be needed to show the in- 
justice of adding this burden to the im- 
mense sacrifices of the loyal men of the 
North in putting down tho rebellion. — 
And yet we are already warned that the 
attempt will be made. 

But it would be equally unjust to per- 
mit the true end loyal men of the South, 
white and black, who have not shared in 
the crimes of the robellioa, who did 

what they could to avert that evil, to 
be now forced under the political control 
of those who committed that crime,and,in 
oommitting it, created this spurious debt 



and DOW hold it; and tUen, to be subject- 
ed, by that hatod politloi^l power, to the 
burden of the fearful losses "{vhioh follow 
that crime. There is i^nd will be hence- 
forth a numerous and powerful body of 
eincore and patriotic Union men in the 
South. What iujustiee could exoeed that 
by which we ehould first take all political 
power from thoae who aro our friends and 
bestow it upon their enemies a ^d our en- 
emies, and then provide no safeguard 
aj^ainst these common enemies imposing 
upon them tho whole burden of the losses 
of the rebellion and war ? 

It must be borne iu mind that what the 
Federal government is to do, to guard 
against this wrong, must be dons now — 
before reoonstmotion is aooompUshed — 
for when those states are fully clothed 
again with all their former power and 
privileges as 8tateB,the subject will be en- 
tirely within their oontroi and out of the 
reach of President and Congress. Then 
those restored etatefi will manage their 
own affura in their own way. And what 
shall hinder them, through their oonven* 
tions and legislatures, from so modifying 
and framing their state constitutions and 
statutes as to ae>iiu<ne, as state obligH- 
tions, all, or so ma.~^ they please, of 
this rebel burden of debt and loss, and 
then tojimpose the taxes to pay the inter* 
est and principal of that debt on such 
classes of property and such classes of 
persons as they elect ? All this can oer> 
tainly be done by them vnthout the con- 
sent fither of the Federal government or 
of the mass of noa>Toting jjeoplo apon 
whom the whole burden may be oast. 
Thos that whole class may bo made per- 
petaaUy tributary, with all their indus- 
try and resources, to the ruling clas?, and 
a new form of servitude will be inaugu- 
rated. 

I do not wish to be the getter up of 
new questions and faaoifol dangers; but 



we aro already apprized that the effort to 
assume thoaa rebnl burdens — one way or 
tbe other — will bo strenuously made. I 
havo more fear of its being assumed to 
aomo extent by ao'ion of Congreao than 
otherwieo. At this period, wo have seen, 
wo have the right to require conditions of 
returning rebel states — and since thisrebd 
debt and loss is tho immodiato f r vh ani} 
result of the rebellion — as it were a put 
of the rebellion itself — and should ow 
tainly be rooted up and i jstroyed, what 
moro suitable or reasonable condition <^ 
the return of those rebel conmunities to 
the full oxerci'jo of political power, as 
states in the Union, than that they 
assent to tho strict and perpeta- 
al prohibition of the aBSumption 
or recognition cither by the states or 
tho United States, of any portion 
of the rebel debt or of the burdens 
and losses of rebels by the war, 
by amendment of tho Federal Coastitc. 
tion, so that the courts of tho United 
States shall have power and jurisdiction 
to enforce th; prohibition ? But we 
must act now If ever. Now we are fix- 
ing conditions. Now wo may and should 
sot a guard at every avenue of danger. 
The perpetuity of the government itself 
may and probably will depend upon the 
wisdom of our action now in fixing the 
conditions of restoration. When the 
work of recondtruotion or restoration 
shall havo been aooomplishod, the oppor- 
tunity will bo gone. 

I have add/oaaed you at far greater 
length than I i tended, and yet have onlj 
touched upon the topics treated. If I 
have trespassed too far upon your atten- 
tion, it is because I havo not time to study 
to be moro briof-— and because I am in 
American citixsn and am filled with the 
common solicitude for the stability of R^- 
publican govenment in this country. 

YourA very truly, 
0. H. Waldo. 



